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content of the Marin Clean Energy Business Plan and related studies. Over the coming several
months, each individual City Council and the Board of Supervisors will also hold public hearings
providing Marin residents with a chance to ask questions and share their perspectives on Marin
Clean Energy. Following the public hearings, a vote of each Council (and the County Board) will be
taken on the question of forming the Marin Clean Energy Joint Powers Authority. Following the
formation of the JPA, management structures will be established, a Request for Proposals for
energy service providers will be issued, and negotiations with potential energy service partners
will begin.

Once these steps are completed, a final Implementation Plan will be published, and local City
Councils will have the opportunity to make a final determination regarding their participation in
the JPA – providing the first of several “exit ramps” from the Marin Clean Energy process.

At each stage of the Marin Clean Energy development process – particularly the initial vote to
form the Marin Clean Energy Joint Powers Authority – input from a well-informed public will be
very important in helping local elected leaders to make their decision. Therefore, members of the
public are strongly encouraged to provide comments and participate fully in the public hearing
process. To find out when and where the hearings will be held, please see
www.MarinCleanEnergy.info and sign up for regular e-mail updates. You may also forward
comments on Marin Clean Energy to Dawn Weisz, Senior Planner for the County Sustainability
Team, at dweisz@co.marin.ca.us.

We thank you in advance for actively participating in this extraordinarily important conversation –
and helping chart a sustainable energy future for Marin!

Sincerely,

The Marin Clean Energy Partnership
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According to NASA’s Chief Climate Scientist, James Hansen, Director of the Goddard Institute
for Space Studies, the current emissions trends that are producing global warming must be
reversed quickly to prevent the most catastrophic climate change effects, including the full
melting of the Greenland and Arctic ice sheets:

Humanity today, collectively, must face the uncomfortable fact that industrial civilization itself has
become the principal driver of global climate. If we stay our present course, using fossil fuels to
feed a growing appetite for energy-intensive life styles, we will soon leave the climate of the
Holocene, the world of human history. The eventual response to doubling pre-industrial
atmospheric CO2 likely would be a nearly ice-free planet [thereby raising sea levels by
approximately 70 meters.)

Humanity’s task of moderating human-caused global climate change is urgent. . . . Paleoclimate
evidence and ongoing global changes imply that today’s CO2, about 385 ppm, is already too high
to maintain the climate to which humanity, wildlife, and the rest of the biosphere are adapted.
Realization that we must reduce the current CO2 amount has a bright side: effects that had
begun to seem inevitable, including impacts of ocean acidification, loss of fresh water supplies,
and shifting of climatic zones, may be averted by the necessity of finding an energy course beyond
fossil fuels sooner than would otherwise have occurred.

Continued growth of greenhouse gas emissions, for just another decade, practically eliminates
the possibility of near-term return of atmospheric composition beneath the tipping level for
catastrophic effects. The most difficult task, phase-out over the next 20-25 years of coal [and
other energy] use that does not capture CO2, is Herculean, yet feasible when compared with the
efforts that went into World War II. The stakes, for all life on the planet, surpass those of any
previous crisis. The greatest danger is continued ignorance and denial, which could make tragic
consequences unavoidable.2

Temperature records show that, on average, the world is about 1°F warmer today than it was
100 years ago. California has warmed 1.2°F over the past century. According to the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), maintaining further temperature rises below
2° centigrade is essential to prevent a “runaway climate” scenario that would fully melt the
Greenland and West Antarctic ice sheets, and cause a 30 ft. + sea level rise, beginning this
century.

2Target Atmospheric CO2: Where Should Humanity Aim?, Pre-publication paper by James Hansen, Makiko Sato, Pushker Kharecha,
David Beerling,Valerie Masson-Delmotte, Mark Pagani, Maureen Raymo, Dana Royer, James C. Zachos,


